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PROBLEM 

OF INTEROCEANIC COMMUNICATION BY WAY OF THE AMER- 
ICAN ISTHMUS, BEFORE THE AMERICAN 
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 

New York, October 20TH, 1889. 

Mr. President : — No contradiction having been 
offered to my communication under the above title, 
that this learned Society kindly permitted to be inserted 
in their Bulletin for December of last year, I will leave 
the question to stand on its own merits. 

Meanwhile I beg to be allowed, in the interest of 
science, to present some of the records of historical 
facts which led me to bring to light, if not a new, at least 
a long forgotten and most important feature in the 
geographical and geological knowledge of our conti- 
nent; I mean the former existence of a free communi- 
cation of both oceans through a natural separation be- 
tween the Panama cordillera to the North, and the Oc- 
cidental range of the Andes to the South ; the place 
where lies the unique available passage for a tide-level 
canal across the American Isthmus. 

It was known, as every one conversant with the mat- 
ter is aware, by the name of "the secret of the strait," 
which very appellation implies that it was acknowl- 
edged to exist, not so deeply hidden, however, that 
through proper and diligent search, it could not be un- 
veiled. In fact, its existence was hinted at, centuries 
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before the discovery of America by Christopher Colum- 
bus ; that is to say, as far back as the traditions of 
ancient Egypt and Greece, referring to those two faraway 
immense islands spoken of in the Dialogues of Plato. 

It was indicated by the generic names of " Northern 
Darien, great river of Darien and Southern Darien," 
given in the oldest MS. Spanish maps to the present 
"Gulf of Uraba, river Tuyra and Gulf of San Miguel," 
respectively. 

Its location had been pointed out, as early as 1550, 
by the great Portuguese navigator, Antonio Galvao, as 
a round about route from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

It was practically illustrated in the beginning of 1680, 
by the crossing of above 400 filibusters, in 1 8 large ca- 
noes, under the guidance of the Indians; a fact which 
I found particularly described in original reports at the 
Hydrographic Depot of Madrid; repeated in the MS. 
memoirs of the Rev. F. Jacobo Nalburger, S. J., mis- 
sionary in that territory from 1741 to 1749; and, I am 
told, stated also in the History of the Buccaneers printed 
in London. 

Finally, the choice of the Darien has also been recom- 
mended in general terms by the illustrious Baron von 
Humboldt ; and most pointedly by the eminent geogra- 
pher Admiral Fitzroy ; so much as to name the rivers 
' " Pay a and Cacarica" as forming the connection, across 
a low, narrow tract, between the Tuyra and the Atrato. 
(P. 185 of Vol. XX of the Royal Geo. Soc.'s Transac- 
tions in 1850.) 

My confirmatory survey of the ground in 1866 was 
not therefore presented as a discovery proper, but 
rather as the unearthing from the dust of the archives 
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of a secret jealously kept by the former Governments of 
Spain, for the security of their colonies ; and secured 
by a decree of the penalty of death against any one 
who deviated in his voyages up or down the Atrato from 
the straight course of the main stream. This proved an 
effectual bar to the trader's greed as well as to the ex- 
plorer's curiosity ; till the question was dropped and 
forgotten during the protracted war of Independence. 

Now it may readily be understood how the gradual 
accumulation of drift mud, sand and rocks, together 
with big trees, innumerable weeds and every kind of de- 
tritus brought down by the frequent freshets of the 
mighty river, and by the many affluents of the "Amer- 
ican Strait" — and incessantly driven back towards its 
Eastern terminus by the impetuous high tides of the 
Pacific, — have formed that comparatively slight obstruc- 
tion which separates, at present, the two oceans. The 
subsequent slow upheaval which, according to the sav- 
ant Sir Chas. Lyell, has raised the ground all along 
the Pacific coast of South America, helped by the mar- 
vellous vegetation of the Tropics, may well have formed 
also those irregularly disseminated hillocks or mounds 
that cover both banks of the river Cacarica at its junc- 
tion with the lagoons. 

Again, to refer to more recent opinions, Rear Ad- 
miral Charles Davis, at p. 16 of his report to Congress 
in 1866, speaking of my communication about my pro- 
posed route, and of its intended resurvey by " compe- 
tent authority," cites Admiral Fitzroy and draws himself 
the line via Paya in his general map. And finally, Dr. 
Maak of Harvard University and geologist of the U. S. 
Exploring Expedition of 1871, officially reports that 
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evidence exists in the tertiary strata, that the two oceans 
freely mingled their waters through the present valley of 
the Tuyra as late as the pliocene period ; a learned opin- 
ion which is the more to be noted because it shows that 
the conclusions of science so completely agree with the 
tradition. 

All which tends to confirm the exactness of the data 
that I have furnished since so many years ; and as I 
hold that science has neither nationality, nor political 
nor "moneyed" creed, I leave the question open to the 
judgment of the learned world, and stand by my old de- 
vice "Magna est Veritas, et prsevalebit," — tard/Z ! 

I am, Mr. President, very respectfully, 

Anthony de Gogorza. 



